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Welcome to Augusta, Georgia
GREA 66th Annual Convention

	 Augusta is the 2nd largest and 2nd oldest city in Georgia. It is the home to the 
Medical College of Georgia, the legendary James Brown, the world-famous Masters’ Golf 
Tournament and for the three days in May it will be the home of the 66th annual Georgia 
Retired Educators Association Convention. As a GREA member you are invited to enjoy 
all the activities that have been planned by President Geraldine Reid and her convention 
chair Liz Bouis. It will be an exciting convention!

	 The convention will convene on May 5th at 3 p.m. and adjourn on May 7th at 12 p.m. 
The host hotel again this year is the Marriott Augusta at the Convention Center. You will 
soon find a registration form on our website.



A Legend Retires
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doorway to my future years here on this earth of which I 
hope there are many. I, too, want to be what I affectionately 
refer to some of our longer retired members, an “actuarial 
liability.”  Keep the check and the COLA’s coming!  
	 I want to tell you about a few people who I have recently 
talked to who got this retirement thing right. The first is a 
man who I will call “John.” John served for 23 years as the 
insurance commissioner in another state (one that didn’t 
end up going to prison, I might add!”)  I recently saw John at 
a conference in another state, and he asked me what I was 
going to do when I retired. Then he said, whatever you do, 
“don’t stop moving.” You see, John is 85 years old. As a part of 
his retirement activity, he cuts the lawns of approximately 
25 customers. He does this not with a fancy riding lawn 
mower, but a commercial, walk behind mower….at the age 
of 85!  Do you know what?  That is not all “John” does. He 
also substitutes in his local school system where he realizes 
that he can positively influence the lives of young people by 
being a great adult role model. Yep, I want to be like “John.”
	 The second person that I am going to tell you about is 
someone special to me, and that is my wife, Debbie, who is 
a retired teacher who retired some 17 years ago as one of 
the very best teachers that I have ever known. In fact, she 
was probably the sole, but certainly the most influential, 
person who made me want to become an educator. She was 
someone who loved her job, was truly professional, and she 
loved going to school every day. As a multi time recipient 
of her schools “Teacher of the Year Award,” she modeled 
what it was like to be a great teacher. In retirement, Debbie 
has modeled “getting it right.” For nearly a decade, Debbie 
has been involved in volunteering in our church, in the 
Jekyll Island Arts Association, The Jekyll Island Sea Turtle 
Center, The Jekyll Island Conversation Program, the local 
garden club, and more. She’s not worried another day about 
getting paid for working after retirement despite having 
volunteered for thousands of hours. Yep, I want to be like 
Debbie Evans.
	 The third person I want to tell you about is not really a 
person, but it is all the 155,000 TRS retirees that I have had 
the privilege of serving over the last 9 plus years. You’ve 
heard me say this, but these people are “some of the happiest 
people I know!”  Most of you are one of these people. I’ve had 
the joy of getting to meet so many of you across Georgia. I’ve 
enjoyed going to your meetings. I’ve enjoyed going to your 
conferences. I’ve talked to many of you on the phone. Yes, I 
want to be like you. I want to be one of the “happiest people 
I know,” and because I, too, am a TRS retiree, as the former 
Governor Ellis Arnall who led the creation of our retirement 
system in 1943, I will be able to live out my retirement years 
with dignity. That brings me joy just to think that I can “be 
like you!”
	 In closing, let me say a sincere “thank you” for your work 
as a Georgia educator!  Thank you for the privilege that 
our team has in serving you as either an active or retired 
educator. Keep being “one of the happiest people I know!”

TRS News -  It’s All Good!
by L.C. (Buster) Evans, Ed.D.

November 2025
     Hello to our GREA friends across 
Georgia!  Let me get this out of the way 
right off the bat. This could very well be 
my last article to write in my career. It 
certainly will be the last one that I write 
as Executive Director of the Teachers 
Retirement System of Georgia. Truly 
there are mixed emotions, but I am so 

excited to see what the next chapter of my life looks like. 
After 55 years of being employed (since I was the age of 13), 
I am going to at least for a moment “see what retirement is 
like.” The second thing that I want to get out of the way is 
to express the sincerest “Thank You” that I can to GREA for 
your friendship, partnership, and support. There have been 
several organizations and people who have become some of 
my dearest friends over the last 9 years in this job, and your 
organization and your members have become special to me. 
Dr. Bill Sloan, Johnny Smith, GREA Board Members, local 
presidents, and members across Georgia have enriched 
my life over the past 9 years while they modeled positive 
retirement activities. Thanks to you all!
	 Since recently announcing my retirement from TRS, 
from literally across the country I have heard from people 
who ask me, “what are you going to do when you retire?”  
Oh, believe me, that is something that I have been thinking 
about for a good while!  At this point, I know “some” of the 
things that I will do. I want to spend more time with family. 
I want to be more involved in my faith. I want to maintain 
good fitness, and I want to pass through threshold of the 

Buster Evans

	 Friend of GREA Dr L.C. (Buster) Evans announced his 
retirement effective November 1, 2025. A farewell article 
from Dr. Evans is included in this bulletin. Buster has been a 
great friend of GREA and all teacher retirees in the state of 
Georgia. As he said in his own words, “it’s time for me to be 
one of the happiest people I know!” We wish Dr. Evans the 
very best in this retirement. The photo was taken at the TRS 
reception for Dr. Evans.



     Greetings, Georgia Retired Educators! 
I am glad and happy – Glappy - to be a 
member of such a wonderful group of 
people. In October, I had the pleasure of 
traveling with GREA President Geraldine 
Reid to Fort Valley, Georgia, to attend 
the Peach County Retired Educators 
meeting. We arrived early, allowing me 

to take President Reid on a tour of my beloved alma mater, 
Fort Valley State University (FVSU). With 40 members 
present, it was a joy to introduce our president to this 
outstanding group—and of course, no visit to Peach 
County is complete without a stop for peach ice cream! I 
hope each of you enjoyed a wonderful Retired Educators 
Day on November 2. Thank you for your years of service 
and continued dedication, especially to our Veterans who 
are Retired Educators. As I sit by the window watching 
the leaves fall and listening to the gentle music of my 
wind chimes, I’m reminded winter is near. Wishing you 
all a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a season 
filled with vision, fellowship, support, and service.

A Word from the President-elect
“I Am Glappy”

by Dr. Sallie Mills, President-elect.

Dr. Sallie Mills
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     As I travel around the state of Georgia, 
I am amazed at the vastness and beauty. 
When traveling to local unit meetings, I 
am fascinated by the different kinds of 
trees and what they produce. You know 
I have to taste what grows in the area.
     The local meetings are enjoyable. They 
are friendly people wishing one another 

goodness. I am excited to attend and share my message 
for the year 2025-2026. The meeting is informative and 
the food is delicious!
	 November has so many celebrations. The 1st Sunday 
in November we celebrated Retired Educator’s Day. On 
Tuesday, November 11th we will celebrate Veterans Day 
and Thanksgiving is the 4th Thursday of November. 
	 Georgia Retired Educator’s Association is a great 
organization. I am so thankful for being given this 
opportunity to travel across Georgia as your President.

A Message from the President
Geraldine (Jerry) Reid, President

Geraldine Reid

     Creativity has never been one of my 
strong points as evidenced in the title 
of this article. Hopefully, someone will 
help me come up with a creative title for 
future use. Until then, I stick with what I 
know.
	 It has certainly been a whirlwind 
since I assumed the position of Executive 

Director October 1. I have spent much of my time 
crisscrossing the state visiting local units. I can certainly 
attest to the fact Georgia is a very large state as I went 
from North Georgia to Southeast Georgia and then on 
to Southwest Georgia. Even though it has been a lot of 
miles, I have certainly enjoyed getting out to meet each 
of you. We are all the same in so many ways, but we are 
all different in so many others. You have been warm and 
welcoming, and I deeply appreciate your hospitality. I 
am trying my best to accept every invitation I receive, 
if possible, so feel free to ask me to come visit. As I 
frequently say, I go everywhere I am invited and I have 
shown up in a few places where I wasn’t.
	 I just returned from Chicago where I attended the 
Association of State Retired Teacher Executives (ASRTE). 
This is a national group of executive directors from the 
various retired teacher groups across the country. We all 
have so many problems in common, but Georgia is so very 
fortunate we do not face many of the issues they face. We 
get our COLA regularly without any legislative fights on 
our part. We are GREA-t friends with our TRS and do not 
have to resort to legal fights to obtain information. SHBP 
is also a great friend and stands ready to help us when 
needed. Just be thankful you retired in the GREA-t state 
of Georgia. As Dr. Evans states in his article, you have 
every reason to be one of the happiest people on Earth.
	 We are rapidly approaching the holiday season. I hope 
you enjoy time (and good food) with family and friends. 
I was fortunate to spend a week with our granddaughter 
as we picked out a pumpkin, and I will get to spend more 
time with her over Christmas. As retirees, we have so 
many things for which we should be thankful. We have an 
excellent retirement system, an excellent insurance plan, 
and a healthy organization of retirees. Enjoy this time as 
we rocket into 2026!

From the Executive Director’s Desk
by Johnny Smith, Executive Director

Johnny Smith
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	 The GRE Foundation, Inc. experienced the changing of 
the guards at the GREA convention in May. Most of the long-
serving members of the GRE Foundation, Inc, retired from 
the board. The new and returning Guardians of the GRE 
Foundation, Inc, are as follows: Barbara T. Wilcher - Chair; 
Carol Morgan - Vice Chair, Jane Butler - Secretary, Becky 
Oliver - Assistant Secretary, Linda K. Holloman - Treasurer, 
and Tommie C. Fuller, Jr. - Assistant Treasurer. Guardians 
at Large: Patricia Bassett, Sharon Muller, Brenda W. Carter, 
Dr. Larry Johnson, and Jim Haymans.
	 I sincerely appreciate the Yeoman Warders who left 
substantial funds in the coffers. Because of their dedication 
and the generosity of Ms. Edith Pierce, the coffers will 
never be empty.
	 Thank you to all new and returning members who 
pledge to protect, guard, and defend the coffers in which 
we are entrusted. We pledge to make wise investments to 
swell the GRE Foundation’s coffers. We shall continue to 
utilize the “Silent Auction” and “donation can” to increase 
the coffer’s net worth.
	 We further decree to provide scholarships to deserving 
men and women, certified or classified who are pursuing 
an initial degree or higher/advanced degree in the field of 
education. This is our pledge.
	 Our first meeting for the year 2025-2026 was held 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at the GREM building in 
Flowery Branch, GA. Time 10:30 AM. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2026. The location 
is yet to be announced. All guardians are expected to be 
present and accounted for at all meetings.
	 Hear ye, hear ye, the Chairperson has spoken.

Changing of the Guards
By Barbara T. Wilcher, GRE Foundation Chair

     The 2026 GREA Convention in Augusta is 
fast approaching!  I hope you have marked 
your calendars for May 5-7.  We are still 
looking for ideas for Breakout Sessions.  
If you have an idea, please email me with 
your suggestion.  In particular, President 
Reid would like an afternoon session with 
line dancing.  Do you have someone from 

your Unit who might be able and willing to teach that?  If 
so, please let me know.  In addition, we can always use 
more vendors.  If you have someone who might like to sell 
a product at the convention, please send that name and 
contact information, as well.  The more the merrier when 
it comes to vendors!  Here is my contact information:  Liz 
Bouis, lizbouis@gmail.com, 678-522-3926.  (Email or 
text message is my preferred method of communication.)  
Thanks to everyone with making our convention a success!

A Word from Liz Bouis
2026 Convention Chairman

Liz Bouis

News From GREA Local Units

Ben Hill-Irwin REA started their first meeting in 
September with Mayor Holt giving the welcome and 
donating money for the luncheon. The speaker was Chief 
of Police, Smallwood talking about cybering on phones 
and computers. Our October meeting had the installation 
of officers by the Area 7 Director-Mimi Dennis: Sheila 
Jefferson-President, Maude Russell-President Elect, Dr. 
Mizell-Secretary, Evelyn Anderson-Treasurer, and Kay 
Batton-Assistant Treasurer. The speaker of the hour was 
Lisa McKenzie from AMBA. Retired Educators Day was 
recognized by Mayor Harper of Ocilla and Mayor Holt 
of Fitzgerald. November 2, 2025, was Retired Educators 
Day and was announced on the CC Hall’s radio program 
(Mr. Hall is an Emeritus member and will be 100 years 
old). Our November meeting invited Johnny Smith, 
Executive Director of GREA, as our speaker and we 
learned a lot about GREA and being a member. Thanks 
to all our speakers and members of the Ben Hill-Irwin 
REA members. 

Bibb REA is busy living out the motto of “Fellowship, 
Service and Support,” as the association held a 
grand reception in honor of Bibb County’s newly 
retired educators and Mrs. Earnestine Hudson, its 
newest emeritus member, on September 10, 2025, 
at the monthly meeting. All honorees were awarded 
certificates. Dr. Dan A. Sims, superintendent of the Bibb 
County School System, was the guest speaker. October 
was a busy but rewarding month for the association. Ms. 
Shamacca Lewis, owner of “Breast R Us,” talked about 
the need for breast cancer awareness and engaged 
the audience on the use of her diagnostic machine 
during a demonstration at the October 8th meeting. 
The association was awarded three proclamations 
for GA Retired Educators Day—one from the city of 
Macon (Mayor Lester Miller), superintendent of Bibb 
County Public Schools (Dr. Dan A. Sims), and one from 
Georgia Governor (Brian Kemp). A Retired Educators 
Day breakfast was held at Macedonia Baptist Church 
November 2nd. The November 12th meeting was titled 
“Fighting for Our Youth.” The members brought gently 
used coats for pre-K - 5th grade for two area schools 
and canned goods for two area schools. All veterans 
of the association were recognized and honored with 
a certificate of service. Mike Zarem, Communications 
Manager of TRS, a “surprise” presenter at our November 
12th meeting, shared updates and information on 
retirement funds and expenditures. Bibb County Safety 
Division Police Chief Curtis Adams will share tips for 
“senior” safety for the holidays at the December 10th 
meeting. The association members will be entertained 
by the Burdell Hunt Magnet Elementary School choir. 
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Members are asked to bring toys for the partner schools 
to the meeting.

Bulloch REA conducted its initial meeting of the 
year September 10, 2025, at Pittman Park United 
Methodist Church in Statesboro, Georgia. Our musician 
was Mr. Jeff Brazell of First Baptist Church. We were 
pleased to welcome Mr. Corey Kemp, Bulloch County’s 
Emergency Management Agency Director, as our 
speaker. His PowerPoint presentation provided an in-
depth analysis of Tropical Storm Debby and Hurricane 
Helene, highlighting their effects on Bulloch County 
during August and September of 2024. The most 
important duties of an Emergency Management 
Director are coordinating with local, state, and other 
agencies to ensure safety. Mr. Kemp also informed 
members about an option to sign up for the Vulnerable 
Population Registry, if you have a severe illness. He 
also recommended everyone should sign-up for Code 
Red, which is a weather alert system. Pam Bland gave 
a tribute to 9/11 victims and the emergency workers 
who lost their lives. September 11th, several BREA 
members helped distribute groceries, diapers, and dog 
food at a local church’s Community Grocery Giveaway. 
The Giveaway is a part of the Coastal Georgia Second 
Harvest. Wilhemina Walker, Sandra Kirkland, and Bruce 
Walker donated plastic bags, rice, and canned goods 
to the Statesboro Food Bank. They also volunteered 
to pack food boxes at the Food Bank September 25th. 
Gwen Lane, Sandra Kirkland, Bruce Walker, and 
Wilhemina Walker volunteered at “The Button.” Pam 
Bland also volunteered at “The Button” as well as “Friends 
of the Library.” BREA members have participated in the 
“Stock the Shelves Campaign” at the Statesboro Food 
Bank by making financial contributions. We celebrated 
Teacher Retirement Day by observing our Mayor, 
Johnathon McCollar signing the Proclamation declaring 
November 2, 2025, as Georgia Retired Educators 
Day. Bulloch County Chairman of the Commissioners, 
David Bennett along with Commissioners Ray Moseley 
and Anthony Simmons also signed a Proclamation 
for Georgia Retired Educators Day. Local churches 
also recognized their retired educators. Our second 
meeting was held November 12th, and featured Cynthia 
Canty as our musician. We were honored to have Gary 
Martin, a member of the American Legion Post 90, in 
Statesboro, Georgia speak to us about the “Meaning of 
a Veteran.”  Lisa McKenzie, an AMBA representative 
shared information on various group policies offered to 
our members. 

Burke County REA met October 2, 2025. The Speaker 
was Nurse Patsy Scott who stressed the importance 
for Retired Educators to continue to assist students 
by mentoring, tutoring, and volunteering in the school 

systems. She noted that attendance is necessary for 
students to be successful. Some members attended 
service at Thompson Bridge Baptist Church November 
2nd Retired Educators Day. The Proclamation was 
presented to President Frances Rose Clinton by Rev. 
Clary Dishmond. They were greeted with warmth and 
welcomed by the members. The service was enjoyed 
by everyone. Guest Speakers for Nov. 6th were Darnell 
and Dianne Riley, Primerica RVP shared valuable 
information regarding finances and investing. They 
spoke of Annuities, Mutual Funds, Roth and IRAs. It was 
very informative.

Chatham REA proudly kicked off the fall season by 
receiving Proclamations for Georgia Retired Educators 
Day from numerous local governing bodies, including 
the City of Savannah, Chatham County Commission, 
Savannah-Chatham County Board of Education, and 
the municipalities of Bloomingdale, Garden City, Pooler, 
Port Wentworth, Tybee Island, and Thunderbolt. In 
recognition of Georgia Retired Educators Day, Chatham 
REA members worshipped together at Kingdom Life 
Christian Fellowship Church in Savannah on Sunday, 
November 2, 2025. As part of the association’s ongoing 
commitment to supporting active educators, members 
provided snacks and treats for the faculty and staff at 
DeRenne Middle School and Brock Elementary School. 
Chatham REA also celebrated higher education by 
presenting a $1,000 Dewey Lee Scholarships to Ms. 
Samantha Thompson of Savannah State University 
and Ms. Angella Jung of Georgia Southern University’s 
Armstrong Campus. Each student shared remarks 
highlighting their academic journey and future 
educational goals. Looking ahead, Chatham REA 
will continue its tradition of community service by 
participating in Feed the Hungry events during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons and by donating 
gift cards to local charitable organizations to close out 
the year.

Cherokee REA began a new year with a record number 
of returning members and eleven new members in 
attendance. Guest speakers were representatives from 
Cherokee County Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA). October’s program was presented by Chief 
Marshal Dana Martin, Director of Public Service Agencies 
(7!) for the county and fifteen members took a tour of 
the county’s E 9-1-1 center later in the month. November 
marks Georgia’s recognition of retired educators with a 
proclamation presented by the Cherokee County Board 
of Commissioners. December will be the time for ugly 
sweaters, reindeer games, and holiday tunes. Service 
projects included members generously donating to 
Ralph Bunche Center’s preschool for playground 
equipment and candy for their fall festival as well as 
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books being donated in December. The staff enjoyed a 
fall breakfast, assistance at the festival, and a holiday 
luncheon is on tap in December. Reinhardt students 
are also being remembered with donations to their 
dormitory food bank. CREA wishes everyone a safe, 
healthy, and happy holiday season!

Coweta REA is Keeping the Vision by focusing on the 
three-pronged motto “Fellowship – Service – Support.”  
To more closely align with GREA’s comprehensive 
vision, we amended membership requirements in 
CARE’s Constitution and Bylaws: Membership shall be 
granted, upon payment of dues, to any person who has 
retired or plans to retire from the field of education, or 
who agrees to support the mission and objectives of GREA 
and CARE. September’s meeting gave attendees the 
opportunity to get to know one another so that we could 
better serve and support active and retired educators as 
well as students and schools in our community. Our Fall 
service opportunities included providing desserts for 
the annual Public Safety Luncheon honoring all Coweta 
County and Cities first responders, continuing to stock 
three Little Free Libraries in Senoia, and extending 
year-round “Teacher Appreciation” to the staff at 
the Westside Educational Center. Dr. Evan Horton, 
Superintendent of Coweta County Schools, supported 
us by giving his traditional state of the system address 
at the October meeting. In anticipation of November 
2nd, the official Georgia Retired Educators Day, a group 
of CARE members enjoyed a time of fellowship at the 
Green Manor Inn in Union City. Then, on the actual day 
proclaimed by Governor Brian Kemp, two churches – 
Senoia United Methodist and Newnan First Baptist—
recognized Coweta retired educators for their years 
of professional service during their morning worship. 
Rounding out this season of activities, CARE observed 
Veterans Day by mailing handwritten notes to local 
veterans, thanking them for their service; each envelope 
also included a star from a retired United States flag.

Crawford County REA is off to a great start. In July 
several members attended Crawford County Schools’ 
New Teacher Orientation and presented gift certificates 
to 18 new teachers for the Teacher Store in Macon. At our 
first meeting in September, we reviewed our Handbook 
and Directory, goals, and plans for this year. Barbara 
McGee was awarded the 2025 Volunteer Service Award, 
and CC Teacher of the Year Amy Hill was presented 
with the Outstanding Educator Award. Superintendent 
Aikens gave an update on school and system activities. 
In October, AMBA Rep. Debbie Scarborough spoke on 
“Aging in Place”. In celebration of GA Retired Educators 
Day in November, members attended the CC Board 
of Commissioners meeting where the proclamation 
was signed and the BOE marquee announced the Day. 

Members attending worship on Sunday were also 
recognized. A “Salute to Veterans” was the theme of 
our November meeting. The CCHS Army JROTC Eagle 
Battalion Color Guard presented colors. Randy Fabricius 
of Middle GA Honor Flight was our speaker. We also had 
a silent auction. All our meetings included lunch and a 
drawing for Retired Educator of the Month.

Dawson County REA has been busy this fall with 
recruitment, meetings, and activities!  We are blessed 
to live in the beautiful North Georgia mountains, so 
kicked off our fall season in September with a meeting at 
Amicalola Falls, one of our county’s showcase locations. 
Our AMBA representative, Lisa McKenzie, was present 
to explain our benefits, and in keeping with our “Health 
and Fitness” focus, we also discussed ways to stay fit in 
our retirement years. We had a packed agenda for our 
October meeting. Mayor John Walden was kind enough 
to take the time to stop by to sign our proclamation for 
Retired Educators Day. It was great having so many 
members present to witness the honor. Juanita Tipton, 
our Area 18 Director, was also in attendance with words 
of encouragement for the group. Our guest speaker, Dr. 
Zach Skipper, an orthopedic surgeon with NEGAMC, 
gave a very informative presentation regarding common 
ortho issues in our age group as well as ways to prevent 
them. He was followed by fitness instructor Denyse 
Vincent, who led us in a chair yoga activity. We wrapped 
up the meeting with homemade soups, chowders, and 
chilis for lunch!  On November 2nd, many in our group 
were able to participate in an afternoon tea we held 
in honor of Retired Educators Day. It was wonderful 
having so many come together in appreciation of our 
special day. Coming up for our REA is opportunities to 
volunteer our time handing out Thanksgiving snacks 
to 1st graders at Black’s Mill Elementary as well as the 
Dawsonville Christmas Parade, which is a fun way to 
interact with members of the community. We will toss 
out numerous bags of candy to the local kids who line the 
parade route. I use the term “toss” as we have found out 
the hard way the past few years that top heavy suckers 
can act as projectiles into unsuspecting noggins, so no 
“throwing” candy!  We will wrap up the year hosting 
bingo at our local senior center in December. Dawson 
County REA is certainly engaged in Keeping the Vision!

Dougherty County REA is excited and grateful for the 
start of another successful year. September brought a 
lot of progress, excitement, and new knowledge to the 
group. We had over 55 members attend the October 
2nd meeting. We also had a dynamic speaker, Ms. Alvita 
Swain, who shared valuable information supporting 
Strive 2 Thrive. In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, each survivor or person experiencing cancer 
was recognized with a special gift. Finally, everyone 



WINTER 2026    |   7

enjoyed fellowship, received special treats, and shared 
a delicious lunch provided by the Dougherty CREA, Area 
1 Unit. We look forward to even greater things ahead!

Douglas County REA began the year with informative 
speaker Dale Cardwell of Trust Dale. Cardwell gave 
tips on how to select service companies and financial 
advisors to protect yourself from being a victim of fraud. 
He gave examples from his experiences on the warning 
signs of scams and what to do should you become a 
victim of fraud or scam.

Effingham REA recently held their October and 
November meetings. Our School Superintendent, Dr. 
Yancey Ford, spoke to the group about the upcoming 
ESPLOST election and gave interesting facts about the 
uses of the money. A slide show was presented that 
depicted the actual buildings, wings, and other tangible 
items that have been purchased with these funds. he 
encouraged everyone to support this tax for the benefit 
of the school system. Also, we invited our new GREA 
Executive Director, Mr. Johnny Smith, to our meeting. 
He entertained us with his educational background 
and spoke about the healthy retirement funds/benefits 
that we all enjoy. We look forward to his leadership in 
the years ahead. On Nov. 4, our unit was given a 
proclamation for Retired Educators Day by the Eff. 
Co. Commissioners. Several were present to receive 
this award. At our November meeting, we heard a 
presentation about the Backpack Buddies from Jincy 
Hinely. This is a local project of collecting certain food 
items for local school children for those that need extra 
food for weekends. This is our Community Project for 
this year. Donations will be accepted for several months. 
Our fall bake sale is set for Nov. 21 at Guyton Elementary 
School. Proceeds will help with our Scholarship Fund 
for this year. We extend a Happy Thanksgiving and 
Merry Christmas to all the GREA retirees!!

Fayette County REA has experienced a busy fall!  At 
the October meeting Mindy Hooper, a local attorney, 
shared elder law information. She gave us valuable 
tips. Counselor Olivia King Lane taught us about 
Implementing Mindfulness in Daily Life at our 
November meeting. The Fayette County Board of 
Education and Superintendent Dr. Jonathan Patterson 
recognized FCREA for their outstanding support of 
Fayette County Schools. They presented us with a 
declaration proclaiming November 2nd as Retired 
Educators Day. Ten of our members were present to 
receive the honor. Our membership has been extremely 
busy volunteering in our schools this fall. We donated 
sewing materials to the McIntosh High School Fashion 
Club. On November 5-6 eleven members volunteered to 
serve Thanksgiving lunch to students and parents at 

North Fayette Elementary School. We donated snacks 
for Burch Elementary School’s Veterans Day breakfast. 
At the November meeting members donated food to 
the Fayette Blessing Box to help support people in 
our community who have food insecurities. We have 
certainly been busy volunteering in our community this 
fall and look forward to implementing even more ways 
to serve. 

Floyd-Rome REA had a jam-packed September meeting 
with our focus on volunteerism in our community. 
Our speaker, William Davies brought us up to date on 
the Davies Shelters and gave us ideas on how we can 
help them. We made a special contribution to them. 
Dr. Jimmy Gentry, former pastor of the Garden Lakes 
Baptist Church in Rome, entertained us with his 
recitation of Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss. 
Representatives from the Northwest Georgia Hunger 
Ministries brought us up to date on how we can be of  
more help to them as they need additional volunteers.  
The representatives from the Floyd Court Appointed 
Special Advocates gave us information on their activities 
and how they need more volunteers to help them. 
We also enjoyed the fellowship of some new retirees 
who are breathing new sighs of relief that they no 
longer must serve on bus duty. President Jill Shepherd 
emphasized the importance of volunteerism and the 
rewards that we can receive from it. We are pleased 
that we had a record attendance since 2020 of 71 for 
this meeting. 

Golden Isles REA has had a great start to our new 
year! We’ve installed new officers and welcomed new 
members to the group. We’ve visited and donated 
supplies to our elementary schools. We’ve become 
educated about the world of Artificial Intelligence, as 
well as learning about the scary world of Elder Fraud 
from one of the FBI’s Special Agents! We enjoyed the 
Mayor of Brunswick coming to present the Proclamation 
for Retired Educators Day in November. And happily, 
we celebrated our GIREA Unit’s 51st birthday! We’re 
looking forward to GIREA continuing as a part of the 
community and celebrating many more years of service!

Greene County REA has a new President, Rev. Joseph 
Nunnally, and secretary, Mary Robbins alongside 
returning Vice President, Dr. Joan Antone and treasurer, 
Linda Lawrence to lead “Keeping the Vision” for 2025-
2026. Our unit welcomed, Area Director, Terri Adkins 
to our first meeting September 17, 2025. She shared 
tips for achieving Unit of Distinction and strategies for 
successful recruitment of new members. We were also 
joined by Crystal Belser, from AMBA who provided 
valuable information regarding healthcare for retirees. 
At our October 15 meeting, we hosted the three 
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Greensboro mayoral candidates for the November 4, 
2025, election. Each candidate shared their platform 
and answered group questions. In October several 
members of our unit joined with Good Samaritan 
Hospital to raise Breast Cancer Awareness by putting up 
pink bows throughout the downtown business district 
in Greensboro, Georgia. Another key October event was 
handing out lots of sweets to K-5 students dressed in 
creative and entertaining costumes at Greene County 
Elementary School during Trick or Treat. Members of 
our unit gathered at Greensboro City Hall as Mayor 
Corey Williams officially signed a proclamation 
declaring Sunday, November 2, 2025, Georgia Retired 
Educators Day. On Sunday, November 2, we continued 
the celebration with dinner and fellowship at The Chop 
House in Madison, Georgia.

Habersham REA members participated in a pumpkin 
decorating contest in October and were awarded prizes 
for the top 3 that got the most member votes. Top 
pumpkin was the recycle pumpkin by Linda Mullinax 
who let her grands go with her to Goodwill for the 
pieces and parts. Veteran Barry Church presented a 
presentation by Red Skeleton on the interpretation of 
the words in the Pledge of Allegiance. Members brought 
items for a fundraiser silent auction and enjoyed bidding 
for items they wanted. Members wore their glasses 
to participate in the Keeping the Vision. In November, 
members attended their church and several enjoyed 
lunch afterwards at The Food Factory in Cornelia.

Hall/Gainesville REA meetings for September, 
October, and November have been awesome. In 
September, both Bill Sloan, outgoing director of GREA, 
and Johnny Smith, the new director of GREA were our 
guests and speakers. We also began putting Mason Jars 
on each table to collect money for the Augusta Children’s 
hospital. One of our members is especially interested 
in getting our membership involved in volunteering. 
At our October meeting we were treated to a 
presentation by staff of the Gainesville Senior Center. 
They described the programs and facilities available 
to seniors and discussed volunteer opportunities 
including Meals on Wheels. On November third we 
had an emotional and moving program from the 
Georgia Mountain Food Bank. It was right after the 
announcement that federal SNAP benefits were 
ending. One of our members spontaneously suggested, 
“Let’s pass the hat.”  The Georgia Mountain Food Bank 
left with over $1000 in donations. Finally, one of our 
members is an excellent quilt maker. She has agreed to 
donate one of her quilts for a raffle. The proceeds from 
the raffle will go to our scholarship fund.

Henry County REA has been busy this fall. We 
started the year by having breakfast with our AMBA 

representative LeeAnn Sturtz. LeeAnn gave us updates 
on benefits available through AMBA, especially the 
popular MASA benefit. We were also reminded how 
much money retired educators can save by using the 
PASSPORT mobile APP. One of our members recently 
saved almost $500.00 on a new stove!  In October, 
we met with the Financial Crimes Unit of the HCPD. 
WOW! We learned so much about identity fraud and 
scams. Sgt. Gleason explained why Apple Pay/Google 
Pay and “tapping” your credit card is so much safer 
than swiping it, especially at gas stations. She also 
gave us valuable contact information (local, state, 
federal) in case we are a victim of identity theft and/
or fraud. Did you know you can request a new GA 
driver’s license number and have your number flagged 
if you are a victim? In November we meet with HC BOE 
Community Engagement Coordinator for an update 
on the new volunteer/mentor policies. We were also 
given information about the newly created foundation 
that will work with the community, such as HCREA, 
and businesses to support the students and staff of 
Henry County Schools. Our annual holiday luncheon is 
in December. We welcomed guests from HC DFACS and 
Foster Children services and Totes for Tots. To help our 
children and families in Henry County, HCREA members 
donated canned goods, suitcases/backpacks/tote bags, 
toys, hygiene items (ages 0-18), socks, blankets, books, 
coloring books and crayons, gift cards, journals, and 
flashlights. We will hit the ground running in January 
with several more projects and meetings. Please feel to 
join our meetings in 2026 – we meet the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at 10AM at the Mercer University Campus in 
McDonough, GA. Clayton County retirees - please come 
and join HCREA!

Lamar REA Members attended worship celebrations at 
their individual churches where they were recognized 
on Retired Educator’s Day- November 2nd. They wore 
red flowers to symbolize their unity. Then, they gathered 
at the Barnesville Depot Museum for a group photo (See 
our Facebook page). Beautiful Ladies on a Beautiful Day 
‘Keeping the Vision’ of Fellowship, Service, and Support.

Lee County REA members are off to a wonderful start! 
Books for our little book house for the community, and 
donations to the food pantry are much needed and 
we are supporting them. Our speakers have focused 
on community, health, schools, and legislation. Door 
prizes of herbs, house plants, thanksgiving decor and 
handmade items have been well received.

Lumpkin County REA is off to a great start this year. 
In our September and October meetings, we have 
had some wonderful programs: a presentation by Liz 
Magnum, former “Donut Dolly” (September) and then 
an amazing performance by the director and students 
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of Georgia Pick & Bow Traditional Music Program 
(October). Our members have been so supportive of our 
monthly service projects this year, Backpack Buddies 
and Jeremiah’s Place. We recently celebrated National 
Educators Week by delivering tealights to all employees 
at the five schools in the Lumpkin County School 
System. The tealights had a sticker with the message, 
“Thanks for lighting their way!” LCREA looks forward 
to continuing to serve and support throughout the rest 
of our 2025-26 meetings.

Madison County REA began the 2025-2026 year by 
providing treats for all staff of the Madison County 
Schools during pre-planning. Our first meeting was 
September 9th. We were excited to enroll 7 new 
members!  October was an exciting month for the 
MCREA. Our unit was featured in a magazine published 
by our local newspaper, The Madison County Journal. 
President Beth Thornton and Jean Ginn were presented 
a signed Proclamation recognizing November 2 as 
Retired Educators Day at the October meeting of the 
Madison County Board of Commissioners. Our unit 
exceeded the $275 goal for the Children’s Hospital 
of Georgia by collecting $320. State Representative 
Rob Leverett was a guest at our October meeting. We 
enjoyed all information shared regarding the Georgia 
Legislature by Representative Leverett. MCREA hosted 
its annual Silent Auction at its November meeting. 
This is our main fundraiser for our Scholarship Fund. 
The Department of Family and Children’s Services was 
our service project for November. Members brought 
pajamas, socks, underwear, and/or easy to eat foods to 
be delivered to our Madison County DFACS. Madison 
County Retired Educators Association ends each of its 
meetings with a “Brags and Blessings” time. Members 
share a brag or blessing and then donate $1 to our 
Scholarship Fund. Members enjoy the celebration of the 
brags and blessings that take place in our lives. 

Mitchell-Baker REA members have had a very active 
fall season, proudly representing the legacy of service 
and dedication to education in both Mitchell and Baker 
counties. In early September members attended the 
City of Camilla City Council meeting, where they were 
warmly recognized by the Mayor Pro Tem, Council 
members, and the City Manager. During the meeting, 
the official Retired Educators Proclamation was read in 
their honor, acknowledging their lifelong contributions 
to education and community enrichment. Later in the 
month the retirees attended the Baker County City 
Council meeting, where they were again recognized and 
presented with the Retired Educators Proclamation, 
affirming their impact on generations of students 
throughout the region. The celebrations continued 
September 29, 2025, when the Mitchell-Baker Retired 

Educators and other area retirees were treated to 
a special Luncheon at the Camilla Depot, graciously 
sponsored by Dr. Charles and Patsy Stripling, both 
retired educators themselves. Each retiree received a 
personal copy of the Retired Educators Proclamation 
signed by the Mayor Pro Tem, marking a memorable 
day of appreciation, fellowship, and community pride. 
Retirees remain active in service as well as celebration. 
They have been invited to Mitchell County Middle 
School for Thanksgiving Lunch, where they plan to 
bring canned goods to donate to the local food bank as 
part of their ongoing commitment to helping those in 
need. Looking ahead, the group has also been invited 
to the Baker County Schools in Newton, Georgia, for a 
Christmas Luncheon in December. During this event, the 
Mitchell-Baker Retirees will present a special Christmas 
donation to a local family, continuing their tradition of 
giving back to the community they so faithfully served.

Newton County REA began Keeping the Vision 2025-
2026 with a picnic for all retired teachers on August 7. 
Attendees enjoyed hamburgers and hot dogs with all 
the fixin’s. We gifted them with sunglasses and a note 
that said, “A great teacher doesn’t retire; they simply 
move on to reveal their vision in new ways.” We also 
invited new retirees to join GREA and NCREA! Our first 
meeting was held on September 4 and our presenter 
was Dr. Sallie Mills, GREA President-Elect, one of our 
unit members. Kathy Sanders, Scholarship Chair, 
presented the names of our two scholarship recipients 
for 2025. October brought Area 13 Director Joe O’Neal 
and his wife, Patsy, to the meeting. Joe updated us on 
the newest statistics for TRS, SHBP, and GREA. We 
discussed several volunteer opportunities for both our 
unit and individuals. Fall was in the air at our November 
meeting. Our program was provided by the Newton 
County Senior Citizen Center directors with updates 
about their current programs and the upcoming new 
facility. We began our warm winter wraps collections 
for the homeless that will continue through the winter 
as well as voted to sponsor two children from the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree for Christmas.

North Fulton REA members were both educated and 
entertained at their October meeting. Isabelle Herring, 
retired teacher and author entertained and taught about 
mushrooms. Eric Cannon shared information about 
SHBP and AMBA. Certified Medicare representative 
Peter Wilborn presented information on that topic. 
Following their presentations they each conducted 
productive question and answer sessions.

Oglethorpe County REA held our October meeting on 
the 14th. We welcomed local author and yoga instructor, 
Raquel Durden, from Humble Warriors Wellness and 
Yoga to our meeting. Raquel gave us an informative 
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talk on holistic strategies to move from chaos to calm. 
We also participated in chair yoga. Raquel has published 
a book entitled Dial Down: Holistic Strategies to Move 
from Chaos to Calm. She brought signed copies for us 
to purchase. On October 27th, we participated in the 
signing of the Retired Educators Day Proclamation 
with our Oglethorpe County Commissioner Jay Paul. 
We all wore our flashy glasses to remember to Keep the 
Vision! Thanks to our OCREA members who helped our 
unit buy an ad in our local paper, The Echo, to celebrate 
the Oglethorpe County Volleyball Team’s 2025 State 
Championship. Our next OCREA meeting will be on 
December 9, 2025, at 10:30 at Countryside Catering. We 
will play Christmas word games and welcome our guest 
speaker, Kelly Holloway from the law firm of Epps, 
Holloway, DeLoach, and Holpkemier, LLC to discuss 
Estate Planning Basics.

Paulding REA met on November 13th at the Hardy Lake 
House for a holiday meeting. Thank you to the Hardy 
Family for the use of their beautiful property. We had 
a covered dish lunch, delicious food prepared by our 
members. We also gave donations to our scholarship 
fund, Paulding Helping Hands and Dallas Elementary. 
Our program was presented by Patti Swift. She updated 
us on the scams that are directed at seniors. Scammers 
try to convey a sense of urgency, panic and excitement. 
Investments, gift offers and helping relatives are 
commonly used to urge their victims to send money. 
Seniors should always be suspicious of calls, texts and 
emails from unknown people and companies. Our next 
meeting will be at the First Baptist Church in Dallas 
on February 12th. We wish all Paulding Educators a 
wonderful holiday season!

Peach County REA began their year with the monthly 
meeting on Monday September 8th at Trinity Baptist 
Church. The meeting was called to order by President 
Dr. Quintin Green. The guest speaker was Sarah Hartley 
from Katz Legacy Financial. Mrs. Hartley provided 
useful information on estate planning and legacy 
protection. In the October the guest speaker was GREA 
President Geraldine Reid. President-Elect Sallie Mills 
introduced President Reid. President Reid’s theme 
for this year is “Keeping the Vision”. This year’s state 
project is to support the Children’s Hospital of Georgia. 
In November the Peach County Retired Educators 
Association marked the commencement of 50 years of 
dedicated service. A scholarship banquet was held at the 
Greater Faith Babies Ministry, featuring Dr. Dominique 
Nichols, principal of Weaver Middle School in Macon, 
Georgia, as the guest speaker. Honorees included Dr. 
Beth Day-Hairston, Dean of the College of Education and 
Professional Studies at Fort Valley State University, and 
Dr. Brandon Hall of Kay Road Elementary school. Past 

presidents were also recognized for their contributions. 
Fort Valley Mayor Jeff Lundy gave greetings and GREA 
proclamation.

Pickens County REA had a busy October meeting which 
included a necrology service for an amazing group, 
LeeAnn Sturtz, AMBA rep., and an introduction of Frank 
Hutcheson, Area 15 Director. In November Wellstar 
Children’s Hospital of Georgia will be the recipient of a 
Holiday gift auction, 21st Century Young Leaders will be 
introduced, Edward Jones representatives are coming, 
and two nonprofits will accept donations - CARES food 
pantry and Ferst Readers. We will have a report by State 
Representative, District 11 Rick Jasperse in December, 
honor Pickens County Teacher of the Year, and enjoy 
a special holiday meal. Lisa Barnett designed special 
t-shirts for our unit.

Rockdale REA members have been very active in the 
fall. In keeping with this year’s GREA President’s Theme, 
“Keeping the Vision”, our speakers at the September 
meeting were two representatives of the Georgia 
Lions Lighthouse Foundation. They spoke on how we 
could become more involved in supporting the Lions 
Lighthouse locally. Our October meeting focused on 
Rockdale’s Emergency Management System. Tornadoes 
have impacted Rockdale in the past couple of years. 
In response to those threats Rockdale County has up 
graded the emergency warning and response systems. 
The manager of Rockdale Emergency Management 
spoke detailing information about tornado sirens and 
emergency response teams in the county. Due to our 
normal monthly meeting day falling during the week 
of Thanksgiving, RREA does not meet in November. 
Our December meeting is held during the first week of 
December and is devoted to our yearly Silent Auction to 
raise money for the RREA Scholarship Fund. 

South Fulton REA celebrated Retired Educators Day 
across the metro Atlanta area, receiving heartfelt 
recognition in their local congregations. The retired 
educators were acknowledged with proclamations or 
special recognition during services at the following 
churches: Clifton United Methodist Church, New Life 
Presbyterian Church, Christians for Change Baptist 
Church, Trinity AME Church, Hosley Temple CME, 
Cascade United Methodist Church, and 2 Living 
Word Church of God. The celebration even reached 
Bainbridge, GA, where SFREA’s member Rev. Marilyn 
Udeh’s hometown church, Nelson Chapel AME, honored 
its retired educators with a red rose for their dedicated 
service.

Sumter County REA held their November meeting 
on Friday, November 7th, in the fellowship hall of the 
First Methodist Church in Americus, Georgia. Over 
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40 members were in attendance. President Brenda 
Jennings welcomed the group, Area 2 Director Jane 
Wilson Butler Abernathy gave the devotional, Sue Hite 
presented the treasurer’s report, and Fran George gave 
the secretary’s report. Debbie Elliott Scarborough 
brought everyone up to date on AMBA and reminded 
the group that November 7th was the deadline to make 
changes if desired. The meeting was then turned over to 
our guest speaker, State President Geraldine Reid, who 
brought greetings from the state office and discussed 
her Mission Vibes, “Keeping the Vision.” She stated, “If 
I can help someone as I pass along the way, then I have 
kept my vision.” The meeting concluded with a BBQ 
meal from 2 Dukes BBQ & More and desserts provided 
by the hostess. November’s community project was 
collecting items for Harvest of Hope Food Pantry—over 
100 food items were collected today. Our project for 
December will be to bring items for Sumter Retirement 
Village—washcloths, hand lotion, individually wrapped 
candy, lap blankets, etc. Our next meeting will be on 
Friday, December 12, at 11:00 in the social hall of Lee 
Street Methodist Church, with Senator Freddie Powell 
Sims as our guest speaker. We will also hold our annual 
Scholarship Bake Sale. If you are a retired educator and 
live in the Sumter County area, join us; we would love to 
have you.

Terrell-Lee REA members were proudly hosted by 
Superintendent Dr. Shereca Harvey at the Terrell 
County Board of Education Administration Building in 
celebration of Georgia Retired Educators Day. Retirees 
attended an engaging Question & Answer session with 
Dr. Harvey, where valuable information was shared 
and meaningful dialogue took place. Dr. Harvey stated 
that the Terrell County School System is grateful for the 
lasting impact of our retired educators and the legacy of 
excellence they continue to inspire! The event concluded 
with a delicious catered lunch. All retirees received a 
green TC umbrella compliments of Dr. Harvey.

Valdosta-Lowndes Retired Educators Association 
(VLREA) is excited to begin a brand-new year under the 
leadership of our newly elected GREA President, Mrs. 
Jerry Reid. Her inspiring theme, “Keeping the Vision: 
Fellowship, Service, and Support,” challenges us to look 
through fresh lenses and discover new opportunities 
to uplift one another, serve our communities, and 
strengthen the bonds that unite us. In September, we’re 
eager to kick off our first meeting of the new year was 
on Monday, September 8, at 11:00 a.m. We met at Big 
Nick’s Restaurant (1201 Baytree Road, Valdosta, GA) for 
a time of connection and planning as we set the tone for 
another meaningful year of service and fellowship. Our 
speaker was our Area 3 Director, Sherry Waldrop, who 
shared important information from our new President 

Mrs. Jerry Reid and updated news concerning GREA 
and local news for our unit. In October, our President 
Stephanie Bivins introduced our program speaker, Bill 
Slaughter, Chairman of the Lowndes County Board of 
Commissioners. Mr. Slaughter gave a short memory of 
his days in school, sharing how sometimes we should 
have listened to our teachers who tried to keep you 
in classes you were not interested in pursuing. (One 
never knows what you may need later in life.) Mr. 
Slaughter read the annual Governor’s Proclamation for 
Retired Educators Day declaring Sunday, November 
2, 2025 and presented it to our President Stephanie 
Bivins. In November, our monthly meeting is Monday, 
November 10 at 11:00 a.m. at Austin’s Steakhouse 
located at 2101 West Hill Avenue, Valdosta, GA. Yes, 
Austin’s Steakhouse! Please bring a retired friend to 
join VLREA. The program will include recognition of 
veterans with a presentation from Master Sgt. Russell 
Mitchell (Retired). VLREA will raffle a holiday gift 
basket to give away at the December meeting. These 
funds will be used for the VLREA Scholarship Fund. In 
December, our community service project is to donate 
children’s toys to the Salvation Army toy drive to make 
sure that as many children in the community will have 
a nice holiday season. VLREA members can sign up to 
ring the bell for the Salvation Army at Hobby Lobby and 
bring unwrapped toys Monday, December 8 to donate 
to the Salvation Army Toy Drive. Major Ray Jackson 
and Captain Shalanda Jackson will be in attendance to 
speak to us and receive the toys during the December 
meeting. With great energy and commitment, VLREA 
looks forward to making 2025–2026 another successful 
and impactful year of Keeping the Vision! 
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2025 Retired Educators Day

Editor’s Note: This is just a representative sampling of the many photographs submitted for Retired Educators Day. Thank you for your submissions. 
Lack of space prevents us from using every single photo. The overwhelming amount of local unit news prevents us from providing captions, but we 
wanted you to see celebrations across the state.

Fayette REA Johnson REA

Pickens REA Toombs REA

Rockdale REA
Hancock REA

Ben Hill Irwin REA Valdosta Lowndes REA
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TriCounty REA Terrell Lee REA

Laurens Dublin REA

Telfair Wheeler REA

Burke REA

Haralson Bremen REA

Golden Isles REA
Mitchell Baker REA

Bibb REA
Randolph REA
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Griffin-Spalding REA

Dawson REA

Dooly REA

Washington REA
South Fulton REA

Union REA

Columbia REA
Habersham REA

Keeping the Vision

Cherokee REA Emanuel REA
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AMBA
Why an Annual Review Is Essential for Every GREA Member
	 Each year brings new opportunities—and new challenges—for retired educators. From changes in Medicare 
and the State Health Benefit Plan (SHBP) to evolving benefits and resources available through the Georgia Retired 
Educators Association (GREA), staying informed is crucial. That’s why an annual review has become one of the 
most valuable tools available to GREA members. It’s more than just a check-in; it’s a personalized roadmap to 
understanding how shifting policies, programs, and benefits affect you individually.

Staying Ahead of Medicare and SHBP Changes
	 Medicare rarely stays the same from one year to the next. Premiums, deductibles, co-pays, covered services, and 
Advantage plan options can all shift annually. Even small changes can have a big impact on retirees living on fixed 
incomes or managing chronic health needs.
	 Likewise, the State Health Benefit Plan continues to adjust benefits, plan structures, provider networks, and 
out-of-pocket costs. Many retirees don’t discover how these changes affect them until a doctor visit or pharmacy 
pickup reveals a surprise fee—or a previously covered service is no longer available.
	 An annual review helps prevent these surprises. It gives each GREA member a chance to walk through the latest 
Medicare and SHBP updates with a trained professional who understands how the two systems work together. 
By the end of the review, members can clearly see whether their current choices are still the best fit or whether a 
change would deliver better coverage or lower costs.

Maximizing the Value of Your GREA Membership
	 GREA exists to protect and support Georgia’s retired educators, and member benefits are a huge part of that 
mission. But benefits only matter if members understand them and use them effectively.
From discounts and advocacy initiatives to supplemental insurance offerings made available through exclusive 
partnerships, GREA membership provides tremendous value. An annual review ensures that every member is 
making the most of what is available—especially benefits that may have been added or updated during the year.
	 Many retirees discover during their review that they qualify for additional programs they weren’t aware of, or 
that simple adjustments can save them money, improve protection, or fill in gaps in coverage. These conversations 
often reveal new opportunities to take advantage of benefits that would otherwise be overlooked.

How AMBA Helps Ensure Every Member Gets a Personalized Annual Review
	 To support this level of individual attention, GREA partners with AMBA (Association Member Benefits 
Advisors), an organization specializing in helping association members maximize their benefits. AMBA’s trained 
representatives meet with GREA members across the state—by phone, online, or in person—to ensure that every 
member receives a comprehensive review at least once per year.
	 During the review, AMBA walks each member through:
	 •	 Updates to Medicare and SHBP and how they impact individual coverage
	 •	 The biggest threats to independence during your retirement years
	 •	 Ways to take full advantage of GREA’s discount programs and member benefits
	 •	 Supplemental options that can help protect retirement savings and provide peace of mind
	 •	 Lifestyle and health changes that may affect insurance or benefit needs
	 No two retirees have the same health profile, financial priorities, or family situation. AMBA helps translate 
complex changes into clear, personalized guidance—ensuring that each member leaves with confidence and clarity.

A Simple Step That Pays Off All Year
	 Life can change a lot in twelve months. Policies and programs change even faster. A quick annual review ensures 
that GREA members stay informed, protected, and empowered to make the best decisions for their retirement 
years.
	 For retired educators who spent decades helping others, it’s a valuable way to ensure you’re taking care of 
yourself as well.

Get your year started off right with your annual benefits review
by calling 877-698-2710 or go to the GREA Website and look for the Benefits tab at the top.
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	 Would you like to get your GREA Bulletin by 
email? Approximately 18,000 of our members are 
now getting their GREA Bulletin by email each 
quarter. The people who get it by email receive it 
approximately 4 weeks before the print edition is 
mailed to our members. 
	 Postal rates are rising, so if you do not wish to 
receive the Bulletin or would like to receive it via 
email, please let us know by emailing us at grea3@
grea3.org and we will be happy to put you on the 
email list. Thank you for considering getting your 
Bulletin by email.

New Governing Board Members

Felicia Robinson
Area 4

Camden

Linda Olivier
Area 8
Lamar

Sean Callahan
Area 14
Walton

Angela Stokes
Area 12

Columbia

Liz Bouis
President-Elect
Cobb/Marietta

Penny Howerton
Area 16
Walker


